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things. Folks that deal with the Devil don't use to
do anything that's good.

Prythee, says I, what good does he do ?

Why, master, says my landlord, they say he lays
the Devil when other folks raise him; he can cure
a house when it's haunted. Here was a house in
our town so plagued with evil spirits, that nobody
could lie in it; and when the doctor was sent for,
he went and sat up all night in it; what he did
there nobody knows, but he so frighted the Devil
to be sure, that the house has never been haunted
any more since ; and the poor wenches are so afraid
of him all round the country, that they dare not see
him.

Why, says I, what does he do to them ?

Why, sir, says he, a poor girl can't let a young fel-
low kiss her, but the doctor will tell; and if they
prove with child, he'll tell the father of it presently;
nay, he'll discover all the little whoring intrigues in
the country. Now, master, adds he, this is not
devil's work; you know the Devil did'nt care if
they were all whores, not he.

That's very true, indeed, says I; but what then
must the doctor be called ? is he a magician ?

I suppose he is, master, says he, though I don't
know what that means. But he charms folks, and
sets spells, and a young fellow dares not come near
an honest girl, for fear of him. Why they say he
drew a circle the other day round a young lass's bed
that was suspected; and when the fellow, that they
thought had to do with her, came to her, truly he
could not get away till the doctor was sent for to
release him.

And do you believe all this ?   said I.

Believe it, sir! says he. Why, all the country
believes it, and the young people are kept in such,
awe by it, that I don't think there will be one
bastard got this year, no, not in twenty parishes